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From the Editor, Norm Schmidt: 

It will be fifty years, this coming May, 

since I graduated from college with a 

degree in biology. I’m on the reunion 

committee and recently found out that 

the in-person reunion will instead be 

held virtually. Zoooooom! 

I know lots of you who are still teaching 

have become well acquainted with the 

process but perhaps, like me, you are 

not terribly thrilled with zoom (or 

Google meeting or whatever) meetings 

with your class or with other family and 

friends. I know I look forward to 

socializing with people in person. 

I was pleased to be able to get 

vaccination #1 through the City of 

Cleveland Health Department on the 

city’s east side. I was familiar with the 

place because I worked at Nathan Hale 

Middle School just a bit south on MLK 

Blvd. in the early 1980’s. 

There was quite a crowd of folks over 70 

and the preparations were impressive. 

The whole process went very smoothly 

and the 9:30 appt. was concluded by 

9:55. 

I hope all of you have an experience as 

well done as I did and can look forward 

to a more reasonable way of life, soon. 

I sent e-mail reminders to past members 

of CRCST who’s membership has lapsed. 

I hope most of you have decided to 

rejoin for the coming year ($15). If you 

have not please consider going to our 

website www.crcst.org and getting the 

membership form and either pay with 

paypal or send in a check. We need your 

membership as we plan events in the 

future in order that those events be 

successful. 

Now for a little humor: Spiders on 

Drugs  

http://youtu.be/sHzdsFiBbFc  

Preview YouTube video Spiders On Drugs 

 

 

Our Plastic Addiction 

Dr. Shahir Masri 

In southern California, the seasonal rains 

bring a lot more than relief from months 

of heat and dry weather. They carry 

trash and other miscellaneous items that 

http://www.crcst.org/
http://youtu.be/sHzdsFiBbFc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHzdsFiBbFc&authuser=0
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have been littered and/or accidentally 

discarded from the streets to the 

waterways, where they ultimately make 

their way to the ocean. Well, last week 

Athina had the bright idea of doing a 

beach cleanup. We intended to spend 

only 30 or 40 minutes down there, but I 

brought a couple extra trash bags just in 

case. And it was a good thing I did! This 

photo was taken at the Newport Beach 

River Jetties, where we focused our 

cleanup efforts. The beach itself was 

pretty clean, but the river mouth was a 

different story, littered with all kinds of 

nonbiodegradable debris. The common 

denominator? Plastics, rubbers, and 

Styrofoam. We seem to have an 

addiction to these materials in society, 

and it's being reflected on our shores. 

This photo represents only a small 

fraction of the total trash that we 

removed. In the section below, I've 

shared a full video documenting our 

beach cleanup and quantifying the 

debris that we collected.  

Beach Cleanup Video 

Over an hour and 5 full trash bags later, 

we pulled an entire 56 pounds of trash 

out of the river mouth at Newport 

Beach. I estimate that about 5-10 

pounds was water/sand weight, which 

still leaves over 45 pounds of pure trash. 

Some of this weight took the form of 

toxic liquids such as paints, oils, and 

pesticides that was contained in rusty 

spray cans, waiting to ultimately leak 

into the ocean. In one case, we found a 

bag containing several leaking pesticide 

bottles (e.g. RoundUp) that we had to 

throw away immediately. It smelled like 

a toxic stew, and was a reminder that 

you sometimes need to be careful during 

a beach cleanup! I decided to create a 

short video to document our cleanup 

efforts in the hopes of inspiring similar 

efforts around the planet and to 

reinforce the notion that it only takes 

one person to make a difference in your 

community. 

 

From the Field Events & 

Opportunities 

By Debra Shapiro 

February 9, 2021 

Grades K–12 

The AAAS/Subaru Prize for Excellence in 

Science Books 

https://sable.godaddy.com/c/305780?id=26453.385.1.3bf501366062a2308db16583730b298d
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https://www.aaas.org/news/aaas-and-

subaru-announce-2021-awards-

honoring-outstanding-science-books-

young-readers  

NSTA Press author Jodi Wheeler-Toppen 

was honored with a 2021 AAAS/Subaru 

SB&F Prize for Excellence in Science 

Books, in the Hands-On Science Book 

category, for her book This Is a Book to 

Read with a Worm, for K–3 students. 

The book is an activity guide for finding 

and observing earthworms; its hands-on 

experiments help young biologists 

answer questions like "Which end is 

which?" and "Do worms make noise?" 

Wheeler-Toppen is the author of the 

NSTA Press Once Upon a Science Book 

series, for middle level teachers and 

students. Learn more about her from her 

My NSTA profile.          

DiscoverE Engineers Week,               

February 21–27  

https://www.discovere.org/our-

programs/engineers-week  

During Engineers Week (EWeek), 

educators can show students how 

engineering depends on math and 

science. Teachers can invite engineers to 

their classrooms to speak about their 

work (virtually during the pandemic). 

The E-Week website provides resources 

for teachers, students, and engineers. 

Northrop Grumman’s Virtual Engineers 

Week Webinars     

https://www.northropgrumman.com/co

rporate-responsibility/corporate-

citizenship/resources/  

Teachers and students can attend 

Northrop Grumman’s Virtual Engineers 

Week webinars, which are designed for 

students and open to the public.  

February 22—-Engineers Week Kickoff. 

Presentation from Naia Butler-Craig, an 

aerospace engineering PhD student, 

NASA Space Technology Graduate 

Research Fellow, and GEM Fellow at the 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

February 23—Northrop Grumman’s 

Wildlife Challenge—Operation PolarEye. 

What started as a weekend Hack-a-Thon 

sparked a global conservation effort. 

Northrop Grumman's Wildlife Challenge 

competition had one goal: Find a new 

way to map ice formations in the Arctic, 

in hopes of tracking polar bear migration 

patterns without disturbing their natural 

habitat. 

February 24—Chesapeake Bay Oyster 

Challenge. Learn how Northrop 

Grumman employees are developing 

technology solutions for remote oyster 

reef monitoring. 

February 25—Virtual Tour of Northrop 

Grumman’s Center for Innovative 

Solutions in McLean, Virginia. 

February 26—How We Are Going to the 

Moon? Engineering for the Artemis 

Mission. Northrop Grumman engineers 

https://www.aaas.org/news/aaas-and-subaru-announce-2021-awards-honoring-outstanding-science-books-young-readers
https://www.aaas.org/news/aaas-and-subaru-announce-2021-awards-honoring-outstanding-science-books-young-readers
https://www.aaas.org/news/aaas-and-subaru-announce-2021-awards-honoring-outstanding-science-books-young-readers
https://www.aaas.org/news/aaas-and-subaru-announce-2021-awards-honoring-outstanding-science-books-young-readers
https://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
https://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
https://www.northropgrumman.com/corporate-responsibility/corporate-citizenship/resources/
https://www.northropgrumman.com/corporate-responsibility/corporate-citizenship/resources/
https://www.northropgrumman.com/corporate-responsibility/corporate-citizenship/resources/
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share details about the Artemis mission 

and some of the key components they 

are working on to make this mission a 

success. 

Elementary 

National Park Foundation's Every Kid 

Outdoors Initiative     

This initiative will provide an opportunity 

for fourth and fifth graders nationwide 

to experience federal parks, forests, and 

recreation areas in person throughout 

the school year. Families will have access 

to their own Every Kid Outdoors pass, 

good until the end of August 2021. This 

pass, worth about $80, will give families 

free access to national parks, national 

forests, and national wildlife refuges. 

Print out a paper voucher from the Every 

Kid Outdoors website: 

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm 

. Students and their families can also 

redeem their paper voucher for a plastic 

pass at any Forest Service office. (Find 

office locations here.) Teachers or adults 

who engage fourth and fifth graders 

through a youth-serving organization 

can print paper passes and find activities 

and lesson plans here. See also 

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/rules.htm 

.  

Bonnie Plants Third-Grade Cabbage 

Program   

https://bonniecabbageprogram.com/  

Bonnie Plants will award a $1,000 

scholarship to one third grader in each 

state (except Alaska and Hawaii) for 

growing a cabbage in the third-grade 

cabbage program. Free plants will be 

delivered in early spring 2021. Students 

will then have until September to grow 

their cabbage and submit their entries. 

State agriculture department 

representatives will hold the drawing, 

which is based on the size and maturity 

of the cabbage grown by the student. 

Middle Level and High School 

Black Botanists: Building a Legacy in Your 

Classroom  

https://holdenarb.org/education/teache

rprofessional-development/  

Diversity is an important concept in the 

natural world and in the scientific field. 

During this virtual workshop, you will 

learn how to incorporate the Growing 

Black Roots: The Black Botanical Legacy 

lecture series into your classroom. This 

workshop will take place on February 23, 

February 25, and March 2 at 6–8 pm on 

Google Meet. (Learn more about the 

free lecture series, which will run from 

February 10 to September 2021.)  

Presenters will also discuss the teacher 

resources that are provided for each 

lecture. The activities are divided into 

three sections, Comprehend and 

Connect, To Do, and Follow Up. This 

variety of options allows you to tailor 

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/rules.htm
https://bonniecabbageprogram.com/
https://holdenarb.org/education/teacherprofessional-development/
https://holdenarb.org/education/teacherprofessional-development/
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your connection to the lectures to meet 

your goals and objectives.  

Toshiba America Foundation Science and 

Math Improvement Grants 

Do you have an innovative idea for 

improving STEM (science, technology, 

engineering, and math) learning in your 

classroom? Does your idea involve 

project-based learning with measurable 

outcomes? What do you need to make 

learning STEM subjects fun for your 

students? Apply for these grants to bring 

your project to life! Application deadline 

for teachers of grades 6–12 for up to 

$5,000: March 1. 

https://www.toshiba.com/taf/  

High School and Community College 

Virtual Information Session Summer 

2021 Research Experiences for Teachers 

(RET) 

https://shyne.northwestern.edu/ret/  

High school teachers of 

science/technology and 

technical/community college faculty are 

invited to attend this session about RET 

summer programs, to be held on 

February 27 at 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. ET. 

The National Nanotechnology 

Coordinated Infrastructure (NNCI) is 

offering educators the opportunity to 

experience the excitement of 

nanotechnology research and to share 

this experience in their classrooms and 

with their peers by applying to do paid 

research at one of four sites this 

summer. Participating RET sites are 

Northwestern University, Georgia 

Institute of Technology, University of 

Minnesota, and University of Nebraska–

Lincoln. The virtual program features an 

overview of nanotechnology, a remote 

tool session, a talk on careers in 

nanotechnology, and information on 

some of the research projects.  

Grades K-College!  

2021 NAMLE Conference: Call for 

Proposals 

National Association for Media Literacy 

Education (https://namle.net/ ) seeks 

proposals for its 2021 conference, to be 

held virtually July 16–18, 2021. NAMLE 

encourages educators, media 

professionals, students, activists, and 

scholars from any field to submit 

proposals on the conference theme, 

“Media Literacy and Social Justice.” The 

importance of media literacy education 

has been heightened by events in 2020 

that prompted a focus on social justice 

and racial equity, such as the growing 

environmental crisis, amplification of 

educational and digital inequities, and 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, which 

has exacerbated inequities as it 

continues to disproportionately affect 

our most marginalized communities.  

(Deadline March 14) 

Find more events and opportunities at 

https://www.toshiba.com/taf/
https://shyne.northwestern.edu/ret/
https://namle.net/
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https://old.nsta.org/publications/calend

ar  

2021 Shell Science Urban 

Educators Award 

I am pleased to announce that CRCST 

board member, Carla Neely, has 

received this prestigious award.  Carla 

teaches in the Cleveland Metropolitan 

School District at Warner Girls 

Leadership Academy. Congratulations 

Carla !!! 

The 1st sign of intelligent life beyond 

Earth? 

Harvard physicist Avi Loeb asks in his 

new book: have there ever been 

sentient civilizations that, like ours, 

explored the stars and left evidence of 

their efforts? He wrote: "I believe that, 

in 2017, evidence passed through our 

solar system that supports the 

hypothesis that the answer ... is yes. In 

this book, I look at that evidence, test 

that hypothesis, and ask what 

consequences might follow if scientists 

gave it the same credence that they do 

to conjectures about supersymmetry, 

extra dimensions, the nature of dark 

matter, and the possibility of a 

multiverse." Read more.    

 

 

 

https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-

loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-

intelligent-

life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_c

ampaign=144cb8aa1b-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_

01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c

643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337   

 

What Is Social Justice Teaching in the 

Science Classroom? 

March 6, 13, 20, 27 

Starting March 6, this four-part NSTA 

virtual mini-series will focus on equity 

and justice in science and STEM 

education and how to create more 

effective--and more just--science 

learning environments. Pay only one low 

price for all four mini-series sessions. 

Attend all four of the Saturday sessions-- 

or-- drop in on one (or more sessions) --

or--view them online as your schedule 

permits. Early bird savings ends Feb. 28! 

Register today. 

 

https://old.nsta.org/publications/calendar
https://old.nsta.org/publications/calendar
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
https://earthsky.org/space/book-avi-loeb-extraterrestrial-1st-sign-of-intelligent-life?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=144cb8aa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-144cb8aa1b-394200337
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https://www.nsta.org/what-social-

justice-teaching-science-

classroom?utm_source=realmagnet&ut

m_medium=email&utm_term=What%20

Is%20Social%20Justice%20Teaching%20i

n%20the%20Science%20Classroom%3F&

utm_campaign=2021%5F2%5F04%5FNe

wsletter%5FSTEMClass%5F  

Is the Dyatlov Pass incident 

solved? 

Posted by Kelly Whitt in HUMAN WORLD 

| February 12, 2021 

The Dyatlov Pass incident has intrigued 

people for generations, but a new theory 

pointing to a slab avalanche as the 

culprit does a thorough job of explaining 

how the 9 Russian trekkers died. A new 

video and more here.   

https://earthsky.org/human-

world/dyatlov-pass-incident-mystery-

solved-slab-

avalanche?utm_source=EarthSky+News

&utm_campaign=9c155a5a3b-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_

01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c

643945d79-9c155a5a3b-394200337  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once in a Blue Moon   

courtesy of Clyde Simpson    

Enjoy watching moonrise in the southern 

hemisphere:  

https://vimeo.com/137218768 
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